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A Message from the President

Dear Neighbors,

Welcome to the April edi-
tion of the Bent Creek
Neighborhood Newsletter.
As you will notice by the
size of this newsletter, we
have a lot of things going on
in the neighborhood over
the next few months. As a
result, please mark impor-
tant dates on your calendar
and watch for reminders on
the website and neighbor-
hood entrances about up-

coming events.

Over the past few years, the
Association has answered
some commonly asked
questions about our
neighborhood. Back by
popular demand are the
answers to some of those
most commonly asked ques-

tions.

1. 'There are 344 homes in
Bent Creek.

2. 'The Homeowners As-
sociation covenants are in
effect until May of 2017

when the 30-year term ex-

pires.

3. The Neighborhood As-
sociation allows for satellite
dishes that are approximately
18” diameter or smaller that
are mounted in a location
that does not create a nui-

sance.

4. Homeowners can have a
boat, camper or trailer
parked in front of your
house for no more than 20
days within a calendar year.
Beyond that time, they must
be patked in an enclosed

structure such as a garage.

5. The Homeowners Asso-
ciation treats dumpsters the
same as boats, campers and
trailers. Dumpsters are al-
lowed no more than 20 cal-

endar days within a year.

6. ‘'Trash cans must be
stored in the garage or
screened from view except

for pickup days.

Finally, as many of you are
aware, my three-year presi-
dential term was up last De-
cember. I have enjoyed serv-
ing as the Neighborhood

Association President but

other commitments have
led me to make a decision to
step down from the presi-
dency. I will continue to
serve through the end of the
year or until a replacement
comes forward, whichever
comes first. Bent Creek has
a great set of volunteer
homeowners in place and
the Association’s financial
status is well and stable.
Therefore, if you or some-
one you may know is inter-
ested in filling this reward-
ing position, please contact
me at 891-4818. Unfortu-
nately, if no replacement is
found, thetre will not be a
Association President start-
ing January 2010 and going
forward. Please spread the
word about the vacancy as
I hope someone comes for-

ward to fill the position.
Sincerely,

Pete Vaccaro
Bent Creek Homeowners
Association President
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March Homeowners Meeting

On Wednesday, March 4,
2009, the Bent Creek
Homeowners Association
held its quarterly meeting
at Aldrich Elementary.
Thirteen people attended

the meeting including City
Councilman Chuck Siger-
son and Scott Minor rep-
resenting mayoral candi-
date Hal Daub. Reports
were given by all of the

Maintenance Report

You may have noticed a
new, motre attractive re-
taining wall on the north
side of the sidewalk down
from the Cuming Street
entrance. The old wood
retaining wall was rotten
and was unsafe with
spikes sticking out of it.
Under the direction of
our landscape committee,
the Homeowners Asso-
ciation had Crew Lawn
and Landscape remove
the old retaining wall and

replace it with a new,

more attractive and safer

wall.

Also, the Homeowners
Association hired
Mutchie Lawn and Tree
to trim the trees along
Cuming & Lafayette
Streets. They gave the
Association “winter
prices” and completed the
trimming of the trees at
the beginning of March.
This will allow emergency
vehicles to better see
street signs and pass un-

der the trees safely.

committees and the 2009
budget was discussed. The
total cost from last June’s

storm was reported to be

$3,000.

Finally, the Homeowners
Association will have the
sprinkler control box relo-
cated to a more convenient
location on the back of the
Blondo Street neighbor-
hood entrance sign in the
middle island. Moving the
box requires some electrical
work and another line run
underneath the street to the
middle island sign location
for power. The relocation
should be completed within

the next month.

Website Report: www.bentcreekomaha.org

We have moved our domain
'www.bentcreckomaha.org'
to a different hosting com-
pany called Hostmon-

ster. The cost saving is
$62.30 per year. The reason
for moving our domain was

to save money and to have

non-outsourcing support. This If you have any suggestions,

is an operational change and please send them to webmas-

homeowners will not notice ter@bentcreekomaha.org.
any major visual changes to

our website.

As always, we are always look-
ing for new and improved
ideas for the BCHA website.
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Neighborhood Watch Reminder

We have added a crime
report link to the Bent
Creek Website. Please
review these reports from
time-to-time. As you will
begin to notice, there are
crimes all over the city and

our neighborhood is no

different. Therefore, we
would like homeowners to
know that a neighborhood
watch program is always
available for your block.
Please see the January
2007 newsletter archive on

our website for more in-

formation and/or call
Lane Leach at 445-2007.
Also, please remember to
keep your doors locked on
your cars and close your
garage doors when you are
not in the front yard or in

your garage.

Neighborhood Garage Sale

It is time to clean out clos-
ets, the garage and maybe
even the atticl Our
neighborhood garage sale
will take place Thursday
June 11th through Satur-
day Junel3th, from 8am-
4pm. Neighborhood
sneak peak night will be
Wednesday, June 10th,
from 6-8pm.

Maps will be provided
highlighting where

neighborhood sales are.

Please call Lisa Alvarez at
498-2712 or visit the Bent
Creek website and sign up
using the garage sale link.
To ensure that your
home is highlighted on
the map, please contact
Lisa by Saturday, June
6th. Maps will be deliv-

ered to those having sales.
The Neighborhood Asso-
ciation will be placing an
ad in the Omaha World

Herald to advertise the

Neighborhood Garage
Sale. Signs will also be
posted around major
streets advertising the
sales as well. Streets will

be marked with arrows to

direct customers to sale

locations.

Encourage your
neighbors to join this
year. We are hoping for
great weather and a good

turn out.

A Note from the Treasurer

Have you remembered to
pay your annual Home-
owners dues? The original
billings were mailed on
January 23t with a due
date of February

274, Homeowners have

made great progress in

getting their dues paid. We
currently have 40 homeown-
ers dues outstanding. Past
due notices were mailed on
March 9t and had a stated
due date of March

25th, Due to the number

of outstanding payments,

the Association is going  Flaugh at 450-2339 if

to extend the due date to  you have any questions
April 7th without charg-  or have problems in
ing any interest or fees.
We would like to avoid

filing any liens on proper-

making your payment.

Thanks to everyone

who made timely pay-

ties that do not pay their ments.

dues, so please call Aaron
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Landscape Committee Report

Spring is here! After a
well-deserved rest this
winter, the landscape
committee is ready to start
working again and we
need your help. Our two
spring clean-up sessions
are scheduled for April 4
and April 18 from 9 a.m.
to 11 a.m. We will be rak-
ing dead leaves, trimming
bushes, picking up litter,
and spreading wood

mulch.

Our first work site will be
at the 156thh and Cuming
Street entrance on April 4
and then we will move
down to the Blondo Street

entrance on April 18. We

City of Omaha Neighborhood Clean-Up Day

On Saturday, April 25
the Bent Creek Home-
owners Association will
participate in the Annual
City of Omaha Neighbor-
hood Clean-Up Day.
Garbage trucks will be
provided by the City of

Omabha to dispose of

need volunteers to help
with both sessions. We
also need wheel borrows to
move the wood mulch. We
usually do not have enough
so we would appreciate
your help and your wheel
borrow. Remember to
bring your gloves and a

rake if you have them.

Please consider volunteer-
ing for a few hours with
our spring clean-up ses-
sions. No gardening ex-
perience is required! Meet
your neighbors, get some
exercise, and enjoy time
spent outdoors while mak-
ing your neighborhood
look beautiful.

large, unwanted items.
Drop off times are from
9AM — 2PM at the T-
Intersection of 164th and
Lafayette Ave in front of
the park. Please see the
insert in this newsletter for
morte information on items

that are eligible for drop

Parents, the spring clean-up
sessions are excellent pro-
jects for boy-scout troops,
girl scout troops, or high
school students needing
community volunteer hours.
It would be great to see
some young people at our
work sessions to help out.
Please consider it. Roll
those teenagers out of bed
and send them over to help

us. We will keep them busy.

Please contact Rose John-
son at 498-9924 or Robbie
Rotschafer at 493-5162 with

questions or suggestions.

off. If you are interested in
helping or have questions,
please contact Steve John-
son at 498-9924.
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Friendly Reminders

Did you know that ac-
cording to city ordinance
(6-74) it is UNLAWFUL
for any person owning
any animal to do the fol-
lowing: “Permit an ani-
mal to defecate on any
privately owned or occu-
pied property other than
that of the owner or the
person having control of
the animal without imme-
diately cleaning or remov-
ing the excrement. An
animal control officer
may abate the above nui-
sance, either through issu-
ance of a citation or im-
pounding the animal, if
no owner or agent can be
found at the time of the

nuisance.”

Therefore, if you walk your

dog, please remember to be

neighborly and clean up
any messes they may make

in your neighbors yards or

along the sidewalks. Bring-

ing a baggy is always a
good ideal

Also, please slow down in
the neighborhood when
driving. As the weather
gets nicer, more children
will be playing outdoors.
If you have a teenage
driver in your household,
please remind them to
slow down as well. Sev-
eral complaints have been
made about careless teen-
agers driving too fast

within the neighborhood.

Finally, please remember
to put your trash cans
away or screened from

view.

Submit Your News & Advertise

We want to hear from
you! Do you have any
information you would
like to share with your
neighbors, or would you
like to advertise in the
next newsletter? If so,
please contact Kim Vac-
caro with the information
at 891-4818 or e-mail at

Kim.Vaccaro(@cox.net

The following is a list of

advertising costs:

Newsletter - $37.50 per
newsletter or $150.00 per
year (or a total of four
newsletters. Size of ad is
dependent on space avail-
ability). $75.00 per news-
letter for full page flyer in-
sert (black ink on colored

paper of your choice)

Neighborhood Directory -

$125.00 per full page ad.

Website - $5.00 per month

or $60.00 per year

Fees collected go to offset
the cost of the newsletter

publications.
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April Easter Egg Hunt

This year’s Easter egg
hunt will be held on Sat-
urday, April 11 from
10:00—11:00 a.m. at the
Bent Creek Park. If your
child (children) is 10
years old or younger

and wishes to participate,

please provide one dozen

plastic eggs per child,
containing wrapped
candy, in a bag with a
note telling the age of
each child participating.

Please drop the eggs off at
the home of Renee Lamp-
man at 1433 N. 160t Ave,
by Friday, April 10. The
eggs will be distributed in

age specific locations in the

park. There will be special
prizes given out to those
lucky kids that find the
“golden ticket”. Be sure
that the kids crack open
theirs eggs before they
leave the park so they

can get their prizes.

Any questions call Renee
Lampman 669-3759 or
Susan Push 334-7058.
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